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¶  January 30  

1:00 p.m. 1200 Fort 

Vancouver Way, 

Vancouver, WA  

 

Presentation by Tom 

Johnson on Iris.  

  

View a DVD of 

interviews with 

David Kirchhoff and 

other hybridizers.  

 

Sign up to help at the 

Yard, Garden, and 

Patio Show   

¶ Feb. 12 -14 Yard, 

Garden & Patio 

Show  

¶ April 3 Joint 

Meeting with 

PSDC 

¶ April 11 Plant sale 

and auction  

¶ May 8 -9 Master 

Gardenersõ Sale 

¶ May 27 -29 

National Meeting - 

Valdosta, GA  

¶ July 9 -11 Regional 

Meeting  

¶ July 25 Club 

Picnic at JoAnn 

Fergusonõs 

¶ October 17 

meeting w/Frank 

Smith speaker  

¶ December 5 

Holiday Party  

 This is a compilation of memories from Region 8 members of Frank Mossman who passed 

away November 2009 

 

From Gary Turpin:  
This November the Columbia River Daylily Club lost an enthusiastic and highly supportive 

member with the passing of  Dr. Frank D. Mossman at the age of 92.  Frank was a 

founding member of CRDC.  We first met on a cold, icy winter afternoon at the one of the 

members house to form the club in January, 1995.  We started with 12 or 15 members.  The 

following summer Frank opened his garden to the membership to select anything in the 

garden large enough to divide for a donation of $5.00 per plant.  All proceeds went to the 

treasury to establish an operating fund.    At that time many of his plants had only been on 

the market for a year or so.  We raised a lot of money and gave the members a taste of 

growing the newest plants.  Frank continued to donate his newer introductions for club 

auctions and sales for the rest of his life. 

 

Frank enjoyed growing the best daylilies he could obtain especially if they were dark 

purple or dark red with white or gold edges.  Like many of us Frank was an amateur 

breeder and grew thousands of seedlings.  He was extremely selective about his seedlings 
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Hi All,  

We first need to say farewell to our friend Frank.  Frank Mossman was always very generous to the club and its mem-

bers.  We were always welcome to come to his home to admire his many magnolias and the other specimen trees in his 

yard.  Most of us grow his RASPBERRY SUMMER, and if you donôt have it, watch the sales because it is lovely.  He 

hybridized many great daylilies, but never thought they were good enough to register, so we were glad when he did. 

Frank and his wife, Doris, traveled the world in search of species rhododendrons, and hybridized and registered TAU-

RUS.  It has large red blossoms and is very popular in the Northwest. 

Professionally Frank was an Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Doctor in the day when he was expected to treat all of these 

things.  He stayed well informed by attending classes and meetings at the medical school right up to the end of his life.  

Frank was a fine gentleman, and we will miss him. 

We will again have a booth at the Yard, Garden and Patio Show, and will be asking for volunteers to help spread the 

word of the wonders of daylilies.  Actually, I think it is a fun thing to do.  I always get better acquainted with our mem-

bers and I appreciate that opportunity. 

My poor garden is looking much neglected.  There are a few cheerful little primroses beginning to bloom, and lots of 

hellebores are putting on a show, but I anticipate the splash of color of the daffodils and tulips to tell me that spring is 

soon to come. 

At our January 30 meeting Tom Johnson is going to give us a presentation on Iris.  Tom and his partner, Paul Black, hy-

bridize all types of bearded iris at Mid-America Garden at Brooks, Oregon ï just North of Salem.  Their introductions 

are shipped all over the world.  If we are lucky he will show us some of his futures.  Again we will learn about some 

companion plants for our beloved daylilies.  MaryAnn B. will bring a DVD that I understand will knock your socks off 

when it comes to the floral photography.  Donôt miss it. 

I am getting excited about our Regional Meeting in July.  It will be held at the Holiday Inn at North Wilsonville and we 

have a great lineup of gardens to tour.  David Kirchhoff and Mort Morss are our guest speakers, and we have a nice se-

lection of their introductions for the auction.  For an example of Davidôs award winning daylilies see pages 5 and 35 of 

the Winter AHS Journal.  It is always fun to see our daylily friends from near and far.  Put it on your calendar. 

Tom Polston and Doug Sterling of Pleasant Valley Gardens in Dayton Ohio will be guest speakers for our joint meeting 

with Puget Sound Daylily Club in Olympia Washington on Saturday, April 3, 2010.  The place has not yet been selected, 

but keep the date open because this is a canôt miss meeting.  The club will provide sandwich makings and our members 

will bring salads.  PSDC will bring desserts.  (We trade every year.)  Let me know if you would like to car pool. 

Enjoy your garden, 

Mary 

Visit our website: www.columbiariverdaylilyclub.org  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: 

http://www.columbiariverdaylilyclub.org
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VPñs Message: 

The long winter is just about half over.  Iôm looking forward to seeing all my new purchases bloom.  Of course they will 

be magnificent, just like in my imagination. Iôve been shopping on the Lily Auction and paid an electronic visit to Paul 

Owen at Slightly Different Nursery.  He was having quite a sale trying to get some more room at his place. His prices 

were reasonable but I only purchased three.  Where am I going to put them? I need to cut off my addictioné.Easier said 

than done.  Iôm trying to add some of Kirchhoff's and Morssôs introductions to the garden before the Regional. The Re-

gional is preying on my mind knowing that at least 50 people will be wandering through my yard. 

Iôve also been busy trying to get all my ducks in a row as Region 8 President. Requests have come in weekly for some 

new information or task.  We still do not have an RPD (Regional Publicity Director), so if you are a member of the AHS 

is good standing, and want to volunteer, let me know.  The main task is the Regional Popularity Poll. 

My mind is focused on daylilies, but many more plants will make a show before them.  Spring bulbs, and peonies will 

put on a show and Iôll enjoy them. Of course the weeds are up and growing now LOL. 

Iôve been getting my daylily fix from The Daylily Journal published by the AHS and The Daylily Addict which is pub-

lished by Charles Dorsey.  The Daylily Addict is in CD form and Iôve been enjoying this first issue. 

I hope to see you all at the next meeting. 

MaryAnn Borcherding 

CRDC Vice-President 

Garden Judges Workshop at April Joint Meeting:  

The Garden Judges program is one of the most popular and important in  AHS.  When you 
become a Garden Judge you will have the opportunity to vote for awards for the daylilies 
that perform well in our region. These include Honorable Mention, Award of Merit, and 
Stout Silver  Medal.  Only AHS members may become Garden Judges, but anyone may au-
dit  the  class.  Come to the joint meeting at 10:00 AM on April 3 and learn about the Gar-
den Judges program.  As a special bonus, anyone who participates in the class  who is not 
already an AHS member will receive a free one year membership in AHS.  

If you are planning to attend the workshop please contact me so I can make sure that I 
have enough instructional materials for everyone.  

JoAnn Ferguson  

503-658-8780     jcferg99@comcast.net  

 

CRDC Officers  

 

 Mary Mannix ðPresident  

503-654-1609 

mamannix1@comcast.net  

 

Maryann Borcherding -Vice President  

mborcherding@comcast.net  

 

Ivy Lumpkin -True  

Secretary  

ivyjoe8@earthlink.net  

 

Gary Turpin ðTreasurer  

note4gary@comcast.net  

 

JoAnn Ferguson ðNewsletter Editor  

jcferg99@comcast.net  
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and over the years introduced only two. H. Raspberry Summer was shared only with the members of CRDC.  A large 

clump of this plant will be divided and donated to the club for the upcoming Vancouver Master Gardeners Sale this 

spring.  As the name implies it is raspberry red with a large whitish eye. 

His collection of daylilies was one of the finest in this area.  A few years ago he donated half of each cultivar in his 

garden to an arboretum in Eastern Washington. His generosity will live on. 

 

In addition to his many daylilies, Frank also collected, grew, and bred magnolias, rhododendrons, azaleas, Japanese 

maples and just about anything else that will grow  in the Pacific Northwest.  Frank traveled extensively both within and 

out of the United States in pursuit of his gardening hobby. 

 

Frank was a loyal supporter of the club and his presence will certainly be missed. 

 

 

From Debbie Friedlander: 

Frank Mossman was always willing to show his garden and his enthusiasm for Life and his Love of his garden was a 

delight to all that got the pleasure of seeing it. I recall him sitting out front to watch for us that were on the way after a 

meeting just in case we would miss the entrance. He showed us many of his Introductions of Rhododendrons and 

Magnolias that were magnificent. Now Frank said at that time he was 90? He was hard to keep up with as he led the way 

to the next one he wanted to show off.  

Frank was always there to dig any plants for meetings to auction off, and quite often a newer Introduction. He will be 

missed by all.   

 

From Gary Fanthorpe: 

Some of my best memories of Frank are what a great laugh he had. He couldnôt stop laughing when he kept reminding 

Al Rogers of how at a previous meeting someone had asked if Al was Franksô father.  Al of course didnôt see the humor 

as he is the younger of the two. 

At an auction you might as well not even bid on a purple because Frank was going to out bid everyone to get a nice 

Gary Turpin (contôd from page 1) 

Christmas Party 2005 



 

purple daylily. 

From Betts Daume: 

Greetings to all of you daylily people in Washington and Oregon. Iôm happily settled here in central Ohio, where mid-

afternoon on New Yearôs Day, we are up to 23 degrees with snow outside. 

I have just learned of Frankôs passing. I think I knew, inside, as he has been on my mind quite a bit lately.  

In establishing my Hockinson garden, I was into rhododendrons. I was studying them, deciding which to get, and one of 

the honored names in rhodies was that of Dr. Frank Mossman. I got in touch with him, and we visited each otherôs 

gardens. He was also interested in daylilies. Well, he was at the right place! I sent him home with quite a few plants. He 

dived into daylilies, getting some of the latest and best for his hybridizing. 

There was much to like about Frank and much to remember with fondness. He was always gracious to garden guests. At 

least twice, he and his late wife, Doris, rode with me to the annual club Christmas party. Iôd stop at the nearby Safeway 

to buy food to take, while Frank and Doris brought her homemade chocolate cake! Frankôs gifts were always sought as 

he would bring wool hats that he had crocheted. Frankôs booming laugh enlivened our meetings and parties.  

Frank had a world class garden of unusual trees and, of course, rhododendrons. I think his daylilies were a big incentive 

in his later years to get out in his garden. He would be out there early every morning, in season, cultivating lightly the 

whole plot. I think all of us would be grateful to be able to garden to the end of a long life, as Frank was. 

Iôll finish with a fun memory of Frank. Must have been late 1997, and we were having our very first CRDC meeting. It 

was over at Jayme Armstrongôs place, near Lloyd Center. It was icy, and the worst part was after you got out of your car. 

The street was icy to cross, so were the sidewalk and porch steps. Frank crawled up the steps! Now thatôs determination!  

It was a pleasure knowing you, Frank. 
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Frank giving Kyle some hybridizing tips 
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From MaryAnn:  

My memories of Frank were his booming laugh.  He and Al would get to talking and laughing during the meetings.  

Their voices were so loud that no one could hear anything else.  Of course their ears were a little old and not working so 

good and we would have to tell them to be quiet. After our April meeting he would invite the whole club membership to 

visit his garden to see his rhodies and magnolias.  It was a beautiful sight. 

 

One time I was over at Frankôs in the garden and he was telling me how lucky he was to be in such good health at his 

age (91).  He was very serious when he told me that even his hearing was still sharp. LOL He was always willing to 

show you around his garden even if you just stopped by.  He was also very generous with his daylilies and showing off 

his seedlings.  

One time I stopped by his house and I had my grandkids with me. They got bored and his helper soon had them chasing 

and catching frogs by his old pool.  He went into his shed and found some paper cups so that they could hold on to the 

frogs.  He then invited us all into the house for cookies, frog and all.  Of course the frog got loose and was hopping all 

over the kitchen.  It didnôt faze him at all; he just went on with his conversation.  He said to me that ñgrandmothers were 

the backbones of all families and that he was always happy to see thatò.  

One afternoon Frank spent a few hours showing Kyle how to hybridize, store the seeds and mark the scapes with paper 

tags. He looked in his fridge and gave Kyle all of his seeds that he had stored. They were the last seeds that he had 

collected. 

The last time I was over at his garden I noticed his favorite daylily digging shovel lay broken on the ground.  Looking 

back now, I never saw him dig another daylily.  He said he was writing his memoires, so that the younger generation 

would know who he was. He was a fascinating man with lots of stories to tell about his wife, how he built the house, and 

his travels all over the world. 

Whenever I drive by his place I think of him fondly and remember all the laughter. 

 

From Pat Loveland: 

Frank was a mainstay in the Pacific Northwest daylily community. He was most generous in donating daylilies to the 

clubs and to Region 8. By doing so, he helped these organizations stay afloat financially, and at the same time, 

H. Laurian Brown H. Raspberry Summer 


