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¶ October 25 -  

1:00 p.m. 1200 Fort 

Vancouver Way, 

Vancouver  

Auction & 

Speaker ñGary 

Turpin will talk 

about true lilies 

and we will have 

bulbs donated by 

Judith Freeman of 

òThe Lily Gardenó 

for everyone.  

Donõt miss this 

chance to get some 

beautiful 

companions for 

your daylilies!  

 

¶ December 6 - 

Christmas party   

 

 

By Dan Trimmer  

Water Mill Gardens  

April 5, 2006  

Reprinted with permission of the author  

 

By formal education I should be qualified to discuss 
International Politics, but have zero qualifications to talk 
about any horticultural endeavors.  However, I have no 
experience in the political world, and I have about 25 
years experience growing daylilies; in excess of 15 years 
as a commercial enterprise.  Iôve learned my lesions via 
the school of making more mistakes than Iôd like to admit, 
and by asking as many people as possible to share what 
they knew, oftentimes via their formal education.  So here 
is a very quick overview of the lessons I have learned. 

 

Number one is:  WATER, WATER, WATER .  If you do 
nothing else to your flower beds, which hopefully are filled 
with daylilies, provide at least 1 to 1-1/2 inches of water 
per week.  This is more important than any feeding 
program.   

Number two on the list of ñthings to doò is take PH 
readings in each of the locations where you grow 
daylilies.  Regardless of how much nutrition is present, 
not much is going to be available to your plants unless 
your PH is in the 6.2 to 6.8 range.  Iôve found inexpensive 
PH meters to be rather accurate when I compare them to 
lab tests of the same beds Iôve just tested with my el 
cheapo meter.  In addition to the accurate PH test the 
laboratory will provide for you, itôs important to get a 
baseline of what nutrition and element levels are present 
in your beds.  You canôt know what to add unless you 
know what you need.  County Cooperative Services may 
be able to provide this service to you at a very reasonable 
cost.  Amend as necessary to correct any PH problems. 
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Sorceress 

Couturier 

Spacecoast Cranberry 

Breeze 

Kinnebrew 

Contôd on page 6 



 

A NOTE FROM THE PRESéé.. 

 

What a summer.  The hot-hot-hot was hard on me, but the flowers loved it.  The soaker 

hoses seem to cover the garden like a snake convention, and my water bill has been an astro-

logical number, but seeing how happy the daylilies were made me smile thru it all.  In order 

to rationalize putting out all of that money for water I remind myself that it balances out 

what I pay for heat in the winter.  I guess I should be thankful that I am able to pay the bill. 

The Regional Meeting held in Canada this year was well attended by Columbia River mem-

bers.  We ate lots of good food, and drank some great beverages thanks to our Canadian 

friends, but where were the daylilies?  We were told that cold nights put a stop to the daylily 

blossoms.  In any case we all had a great time. 

I have two new garden helpers.  Their names are Buddy and Pal, and they are wirehair 

miniature dachshunds.  While I am digging plants to divide or replace, they are busy digging 

holes just because it is fun, or chasing one another around the yard.  Their entertaining antics 

make the back breaking work easier to deal with. 

My favorite daylily?  Aside from my all time favorite, BUTTERCREAM, this year ARTIC 

LACE was really a standout.  Every boom was perfect and there were lots of them.  It put up 

rebloom scapes like it was spring, and just finished blooming.  WILD HORSES also put on 

a great show. There were two blooms on it yesterday ï havenôt yet checked today. 

I have to make the tough decisions concerning which daylily stays and which is replaced 

with one of the plants sitting in pots along the driveway.  The sun is shining so it is time to 

get outside and get busy. 

Donôt forget that we have a daylily sale and auction at our upcoming meeting.  Bring in 

some plants to share and help the club treasury.  Also, please think about bringing plants for 

our club display garden.  After our very successful sale this spring we would like to begin 

replanting it this fall with cultivars registered in 2000 or later. Enjoy your garden. 

 

Belle Cook 

Brooker 

Canadian Border Patrol 

Salter 

Congratulations Greg!  

The winner of  the naming contest for 
Alõs seedling was Greg Angeloni.   

The winning name was MIDNIGHT 
SUNSET.  

Visit our website: www.columbiariverdaylilyclub.org  

http://www.columbiariverdaylilyclub.org


 

. 

 

 

 

 

Putting the Garden to Bed  
 

By MaryAnn Borcherding  

 

Iñm sure weñve all moved into fall and have been busy putting our gardens to bed and finishing up pro-
jects.   Iñve been planting my last new daylilies of the year this week but still have a few in pots waiting for 
the final garden reorganization.   Iñve been busy digging, moving, removing, dreaming and adding to my 
garden. I had a few giant plants, acanthus and a Herbstonne Rudbeckia that I dug to make room for some 
new lilies and my hardy hibiscus. Iñve given away the acanthus to someone who wanted it and will divide 
up the rudbeckia and give that to a few friends also. Iñve discovered a wonderful outlet for my garden dis-
cards.   The Clark County Master Gardener Association in Vancouver takes your donated plants, pots them 
and keeps them in their greenhouse for their sale in the spring.   Also, Paws nñClaws, thrift shop for the Hu-
mane Society, takes bagged or potted plants.   I used to feel guilty throwing stuff away, but no more. I know 
they will have new homes.  

Iñve added a few wonderful things to my garden lately.  My shade areas have received some new hostas, all 
of which are fragrant, and a variegated hydrangea to a dark corner.   A new crape myrtle tree îWatermelon 
Redï which I can see out of the office window to replace butterfly bushes which were cut down a few years 
ago. I planted red one in the spring and it was a joy to see some color late in the summer.   Iñve ordered 
orienpet and oriental lilies and some (Erythronium Pagoda) yellow dogs tooth violet which will get 
planted when they arrive. Iñve asked my neighbor for a few years now for some of her hardy orchids.  I al-
ways think to dig when itñs too late to find them.  Maybe Iñll be lucky this year.    

I know I have talked about my new îdestination pointï, a dreaded nothing corner of the back yard.  The 
corridor between the deck and the fence has been no -manñs land.  Iñve added some hostas along the fence, 
thanks to my daylily friend JoAnn who gave me her cast off giant clump of Patriot.   Kyle and I build some 
very rustic ladder type trellises for along the fence.   Iñm going to move some of my Monkshood to that area 
just to get some green back there.   I plan to tie it up to the trellises so that it doesnñt fall over.  It gets shade 
most of the day, but in the late afternoon it gets burning sun.   Hopefully they wonñt look like they are be-
ing strangled leaning away for the fence to reach the sun.   Not a real hospitable place to plant.   It is brick 
hard with lots of roots from my neighborñs arborvitae and I need to use a pick-axe to break the ground 
up.   That area never gets watered (probably why it is so hard) so now I will have to run a hose back there. 
All this just so that the area is pleasing to the eye.   Weñll see how it looks next year.  Gardening is an adven-
ture.   If it doesnñt work out, Iñll try something new. When one has a little yard you have to make the most 
of it. I do share the back yard with the dogs so concession must be made.  

All in all Iñve been pleased with my yard this year. I loved having visitors to see it.  I had a great time at the 
Regional in B.C.   I won 4 daylilies in the Chinese Auction and brought home two of Jamie Gossardñs newer 
introductions.   It was great fun going with Kyle.   I had some great luck on the Lily Auction. I added a few 
of Morssñs and Kirchhoffñs  intros, since they are our guest speakers for the Regional next year, and of 
course did some shopping with Bill Maryott.   Hope to see you all at the October 25 th  meeting where Iñm 
sure there will be another opportunity to get more daylilies.   Happy gardening!  
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Greenhouse Growin 

Linda Powell 

Even though summer is over, Iôm dreaming of next year.  I donôt mean to wish 

my life away, but I just canôt help wish it was the beginning of bloom season in 

2010.  Iôm having severe withdrawal symptoms.   

I had a wonderful season of seedlings this year.  I seemed to keep a larger num-

ber than usual.  Thatôs not to say that I will keep them through next year.  I have 

discovered that sometimes they change so dramatically in just a year or two, that 

you canôt just make a decision the first year.  Most of the seedlings that I planted 

in the yard last year were dug out and composted this year.  In a way, that was a 

good thing, because I would eventually run out of space to plant and I keep 

thinking óout with the old, in with the newô.   The fact is, you canôt keep them 

all, and you wonôt want to.  But as the crosses improve, the improvements will 

be noticeable and you wonôt feel as bad about composting the old. 

Sometimes the first year bloom is impressive and you can definitely see 

ósomethingô that speaks to you.  Other times itôs more subtle but you can still 

hear it say ókeep meô.  Seedlings can change for up to 4 years.  Here are a couple 

of my seedlings that have changed considerably for the better. With both, I could 

see ósomethingô during the first bloom that held promise. These pictures show 

two flowers transforming from the first to third year.  Obviously these seedlings 

took some interesting and improved changes. 

 

   

(The last picture taken growing in Texas) 

Other seedlings looked good the first year, but ended up in the compost pile. 

Smoke Scream  

Gossard 

Chama Valley 

Hansen 

Move Over 

Shooter 

Contôd on page 5 


